
Amos News: Cristian Vimer Is a Member of the Committee that Reviews and Certifies the 
New Building Code of New York City  

The Romanian Cristian Vimer and his business partner Erik Madsen have been selected to be 
part of the NYC Code Revision Committee, a group of about 60 Engineers from the most 
important engineering firms in New York. The two are members of the Structural Technical 
Committee and Cristian, due in part to his education and experience in Romania, is a member 
of the Seismic Panel. Their names will be in the published new code.  

NYC has always been such a complex city that it had its own building code since 1908, not 
necessarily linked to international codes, and with many specific provisions. The current NYC 
Construction Codes are from 2014. The next codes will be out in 2020 and the Department of 
Buildings called upon the best engineers in the city to be part of the working panels that verify 
and modify the proposed new codes – NYC Code Revision Committees. 

“It is an important achievement for us. I believe we are the only small firm among all the others 
represented there. Anyway, it is a good thing that local engineers have an important role in the 
creation of the new construction codes.”, Vimer said. “I’ve traveled enough to safely say that 
NYC is a crazy city, maybe the craziest”. 

One of the biggest problems for New York projects is that, for the most part, the buildings are 
either next to each other or separated by only a few centimeters. Building next to an existing 
150-year-old building is sometimes an adventure, and the DOB (NYC Department of Buildings) 
pays special attention to this issue – to not damage the adjacent buildings with the new 
construction. They are very strict with this. Moreover, many buildings are very close to subway 
tunnels and the projects require approval from the authority in charge of the subways. There 
are also other government bodies that approve different types of projects that fall under their 
jurisdiction. 

New York Buildings by the Numbers 

In NYC there are about 1.1 million buildings, of which 635,000 are one- or two-family homes, 
145,000 are apartment buildings up to 6 floors, 38,000 are Landmarked buildings, and only 
14,500 are buildings with more than 6 floors. The local construction codes deal with both new 
and existing buildings, but with emphasis on new building projects. A very important project 
which is slated to start after the new code review is to create an Existing Building Code for the 
city.  

Company History 

Cristian Vimer is a New York entrepreneur, and, together with the American Erik Madsen, are 
co-owners of Madsen Consulting Engineering. The firm currently employs 10 people, of which 6 
are engineers. The company has worked on more than 700 projects, from small home 
renovations to new 24-story buildings. Most of the company’s projects are residential, but the 
portfolio also includes schools, museums, hospitals, retail and office spaces, art installations, 



etc. Most of the projects are in New York, in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. A 
cathedral in Brooklyn is filed for approval and construction will start soon on a museum in the 
Bronx.  

“Aside from structural design projects, we tried to diversify our activities in recent years – 
based on our expertise in construction projects, not only in design, but also in construction, we 
offer consulting for private or public developers over the life-span of the project, from design 
team selection, approval process, cost estimating, scheduling, bidding and negotiations, to 
construction, including coordination of various trades, solving construction issues, change order 
review, etc. We already had a contract with NYC Transit Authority (the government agency that 
administrates the subway and local trains) for an “expert audit” of a portion of a huge project – 
East Side Access. We also had a contract for a similar audit with one of the largest private 
developers in NYC.”, states Cristian Vimer, partner in Madsen Consulting Engineering. 

Cristian Vimer is also involved in research, started during his doctoral studies at the New York 
University Tandon School of Engineering (known at the time as Polytechnic University), 
between 2000 and 2005. He is collaborating with the Civil Engineering Department at NYU on 
development of a sensing systems for in-situ, real-time monitoring of infrastructure 
degradation (bridges, roads, dams, etc.) – offering early warnings on conditions that could lead 
to future deterioration. A portion of this research was included in the book “Optical 
Phenomenology and Applications: Health Monitoring for Infrastructure Materials and the 
Environment,” published in April by Springer Publishing. The volume is coordinated by Masoud 
Ghandehari, and Vimer is the co-author on five chapters.  

 


